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Dear Steve,
Our report regarding the summer 2015 activities at MHS/JCES and cover letter is available for your
review. The cover letter is attached but the report files are large so we will be posting to a box site
for your download. A little later this afternoon, you will receive a notice from Box under a separate
email. Let me know if you have any issues with downloading the files.
I’ve also attached a letter from the District to EPA regarding the summer 2015 removal activities.
Let me know if you have any questions or would like to discuss the report.
Regards,
Doug
Best Regards,
Doug Daugherty, PhD, CIH, PE
Managing Principal
D +1 415 7961932
M +1 415 6373553
ddaugherty@ramboll.com
From October 10, 2015, my email address ddaugherty@environcorp.com will change to ddaugherty@ramboll.com, as part of the
ongoing post-merger integration of Ramboll and Ramboll Environ.
Please make a note of this in your contact records.
________________________________________
Ramboll Environ
201 California Street, Ste 1200
San Francisco, CA 94111
USA
www.ramboll-environ.com

This message contains information that may be confidential, privileged or otherwise protected
by law from disclosure. It is intended for the exclusive use of the Addressee(s). Unless you are
the addressee or authorized agent of the addressee, you may not review, copy, distribute or
disclose to anyone the message or any information contained within. If you have received this
message in error, please contact the sender by electronic reply to email@environcorp.com and
immediately delete all copies of the message.
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October 5, 2015 
 
 
 
Mr. Steve Armann 
Manager, RCRA Corrective Action Office 
Waste Management Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, California 94105-3901 
 
Dear Mr. Armann: 
 
The Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District (SMMUSD) is pleased to certify that, in 
accordance with the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s (USEPA’s) Approval 
Letter,61 all caulk identified and verified at concentrations greater than or equal to (≥) 50 parts per 
million (ppm) was removed from the rooms at Malibu High School (MHS) and Juan Cabrillo 
Elementary School (JCES) specified in the Ramboll Environ US Corporation (Ramboll Environ’s) 
MHS Specific Plan2 and in the March 2015 Notification of Additional Locations3  by SMMUSD’s 
contractor, Castlerock Environmental.  The removed caulking was assumed to contain PCBs at 
USEPA regulated levels and disposed of as PCB Bulk Product Waste in accordance with 
USEPA’s policy on PCBs in building materials4 at a permitted hazardous waste facility. 
 
In addition, all light fixtures, including stained fixtures, from pre-1981 buildings at both MHS and 
JCES were removed and replaced as agreed.5  SMMUSD hired Walton Electric to remove and 
replace these fixtures. To streamline this replacement project, all removed lighting fixtures were 
assumed to contain PCBs in concentrations at USEPA regulated levels and disposed of as PCB 
Bulk Product Waste in accordance with USEPA’s policy on PCBs in building materials4 at a 
permitted hazardous waste facility. 
 
SMMUSD shall continue to implement the Best Management Practices previously adopted for 
MHS and JCES and shall further adhere to monitoring and inspection activities provided in the 
accompanying report (referenced below).  SMMUSD will continue to comply with the Toxic 
Substances Control Act and USEPA’s policy on PCBs in building materials at MHS and JCES. 
 


                                                 
1 USEPA, 2014. Letter from Jared Blumenfeld/USEPA to Sandra Lyon/SMMUSD. October 31. Available online: 


http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/EnvDocs/EPAtoSL_103114.pdf . 
2 ENVIRON. 2014. Site-Specific PCB-Related Building Materials Management, Characterization and Remediation Plan for the 


Library and Building E Rooms 1, 5, and 8 at Malibu High School. July 3. Available online: 


http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/PCBRemediationPlan070314.pdf. 


3 ENVIRON. 2015. Notification of Additional Locations at Malibu High School and Juan Cabrillo Elementary School to be Addressed 


in Accordance with October 2014 USEPA Approved Plan. March 20. Available online: 


http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/EnvDocs/ENVIRONtoUSEPA_032015.pdf.  


4 USEPA, 2015. PCBs in Building Materials—Questions & Answers. July 28. Available online: 


http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/hazard/tsd/pcbs/pubs/caulk/pdf/pcb_bdg_mat_qa.pdf.  


5 USEPA, 2014. Letter from Jared Blumenfeld/USEPA to Sandra Lyon/SMMUSD. August 14. Available online: 


http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/superintendent/EPAtoSL081414.pdf.  



http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/EnvDocs/EPAtoSL_103114.pdf

http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/PCBRemediationPlan070314.pdf

http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/EnvDocs/ENVIRONtoUSEPA_032015.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/hazard/tsd/pcbs/pubs/caulk/pdf/pcb_bdg_mat_qa.pdf

http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/superintendent/EPAtoSL081414.pdf





 


Mr. Armann 
October 5, 2015 
Page 2 
 
As described in the accompanying Conclusion of PCB Sampling Pilot Study and 2015 PCB 
Removal Activities Report for Malibu High School and Juan Cabrillo Elementary School (2015) 
prepared on behalf of SMMUSD by Ramboll Environ, SMMUSD confirms the completion of the 
work activities described therein and asks that USEPA provide applicable approvals and/or 
concurrences requested. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Janece L. Maez 
Associate Superintendent, Business and Fiscal Services / CFO 
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Date  October 05, 2015 
 
 
 
Ramboll Environ 
18100 Von Karman Ave 
Suite 600 
Irvine, CA 92612 
USA 
 
T + 1 949 261-5151 
F +1 949 261 6202 
www.ramboll-environ.com 
 
 
 
 
 


Via email 


Mr. Steve Armann 
Manager, RCRA Corrective Action Office 
Waste Management Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, California 94105-3901 
 
CONCLUSION OF PCB SAMPLING PILOT STUDY AND 2015 PCB REMOVAL 
ACTIVITIES REPORT FOR MALIBU HIGH SCHOOL AND JUAN CABRILLO 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL   


Dear Mr. Armann: 


On behalf of the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District (SMMUSD or the 
District), Ramboll Environ US Corporation (Ramboll Environ)1 has prepared the 
attached Conclusion of PCB Sampling Pilot Study and 2015 PCB Removal Activities 
Report for Malibu High School and Juan Cabrillo Elementary School. This report 
summarizes sampling and field activities that were done in consultation with United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Region IX in accordance with 
USEPA’s policy for addressing polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in schools.2,3,4 


The purpose of the sampling and associated field activities at Malibu High School 
(MHS) and Juan Cabrillo Elementary School (JCES) during the 2015 summer break 
was as follows: 


 In accordance with USEPA’s policy on PCBs in building materials, an air and 
surface wipe sampling Pilot Study, as described in the Site-Specific PCB-
Related Building Materials Management, Characterization and Remediation Plan 
for the Library and Building E Rooms 1, 5, and 8 at Malibu High School (“MHS 
Specific Plan”),5 was conducted by Ramboll Environ to obtain sampling data to 


                                                 
1 As of May 1, 2015, ENVIRON International Corporation’s (ENVIRON’s) name has been changed to  


Ramboll Environ US Corporation (Ramboll Environ). 
2 USEPA, 2015. PCBs in Building Materials—Questions & Answers. July 28. Available online: 


http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/hazard/tsd/pcbs/pubs/caulk/pdf/pcb_bdg_mat_qa.pdf.  
3 USEPA, 2015. Practical Actions for Reducing Exposures to PCBs in Schools and Other Buildings. July 28.  


Available online: http://www.epa.gov/pcbsincaulk/pdf/pcb_fs_v7.pdf.   
4 USEPA, 2015. Exposure Levels for Evaluation of PCBs in Indoor School Air. July 30. Available online: 


http://www.epa.gov/wastes/hazard/tsd/pcbs/pubs/caulk/exposure_levels.htm. 
5 ENVIRON. 2014. Site-Specific PCB-Related Building Materials Management, Characterization and Remediation Plan for the Library and 


Building E Rooms 1, 5, and 8 at Malibu High School. July 3. Available online: 
http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/PCBRemediationPlan070314.pdf. 
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(1) evaluate the effectiveness of the District’s Best Management Practices (BMPs) and (2) evaluate 
potential exposures to PCBs within MHS and JCES. The scope of this study was developed with 
concurrence by USEPA Region IX as per the USEPA’s policy. This study was conducted during the 2014 
summer break sampling event, 2014/2015 winter break sampling event, and concludes with the 2015 
summer break sampling event. Based upon data collected during this Pilot Study, the District is 
required to propose a new monitoring plan for the period after July 1, 2015 for USEPA approval.6 


 In accordance with USEPA’s Approval Letter6 and the Toxics Substances Control Act (TSCA) 40 CFR 
761.61 and 761.62, the District conducted caulk removal activities in the rooms at MHS and JCES 
containing known building materials in which PCBs were identified and verified at concentrations greater 
than or equal to (≥) 50 parts per million (ppm). The specific locations of the caulk removal were 
identified in the MHS Specific Plan and in the March 2015 Notification of Additional Locations at Malibu 
High School and Juan Cabrillo Elementary School to be Addressed in Accordance with October 2014 
USEPA Approved Plan (“Notification of Additional Locations”).7 After removal of the caulk, post-
decontamination surface wipe, post-encapsulation surface wipe, and post-removal confirmatory air and 
surface wipe sampling was conducted in each room as required by USEPA’s Approval Letter.6 


 The District also agreed to replace light fixtures, including stained fixtures, from pre-1981 buildings at 
both MHS and JCES.8 The sampling activities described above were also used to evaluate whether the 
light fixture removal activities were completed successfully and required no further action pursuant to 
USEPA policy. 


Based on the information presented in this report as well as our other reports regarding our indoor 
investigations at MHS and JCES9,10 as described in Section 6 of the attached report, the District proposes 
the following proposed supplement to the its Application for MHS and JCES per the requirements of USEPA’s 
Approval letter:6  


 Section 6.1.3: Results demonstrate that BMPs are effective at keeping PCB exposures from the air and 
surface dust to levels below USEPA benchmarks4,6; therefore, the results indicate that no future 
monitoring for PCBs is needed because the District shall continue implementation of Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) as recommended by USEPA. However, to further confirm the results of the Pilot Study, 
the District proposes a supplement to the Application in which the District will voluntarily conduct future 
post-BMP monitoring during the 2016 and 2017 summer breaks. During the 2016 and 2017 summer 
breaks, the District will conduct additional post-BMP air and surface wipe sampling at MHS and JCES 


                                                 
6 USEPA, 2014. Letter from Jared Blumenfeld/USEPA to Sandra Lyon/SMMUSD. October 31. Available online: 


http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/EnvDocs/EPAtoSL_103114.pdf.  
7 ENVIRON. 2015. Notification of Additional Locations at Malibu High School and Juan Cabrillo Elementary School to be Addressed in 


Accordance with October 2014 USEPA Approved Plan. March 20. Available online: 
http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/EnvDocs/ENVIRONtoUSEPA_032015.pdf.  


8 USEPA, 2014. Letter from Jared Blumenfeld/USEPA to Sandra Lyon/SMMUSD. August 14. Available online: 
http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/superintendent/EPAtoSL081414.pdf.  


9 ENVIRON. 2014. PCB Inspection and Sampling Report for Malibu High School and Juan Cabrillo Elementary School. December. Available 
online: http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/EnvDocs/PCBInspectionSamplingReport.pdf  & 
http://www.smmusd.org/publicnotices/EnvDocs/AppendixR-MHS-JCESReports.pdf.  


10 ENVIRON. 2015. 2014/2015 Winter Break PCB Sampling Report for Malibu High School and Juan Cabrillo Elementary School. March. 
Available online: http://www.smmusd.org/PublicNotices/EnvDocs/ENVIRONWinter1415Sampling.pdf  & 
http://www.smmusd.org/publicnotices/EnvDocs/AppendixE-Winter1415Sampling.pdf. 
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similar in scope to the 2015 summer break sampling event post-BMP efforts described in the attached 
report. Reports from 2016 and 2017 sampling would be prepared for public and EPA review. This 
monitoring would conclude after the 2017 summer break if the future results continue to demonstrate 
that the conditions at MHS and JCES are protective of public health and meet the TSCA standard for no 
unreasonable risk as previously concluded by USEPA6 and if the District continues to implement the 
BMPs as recommended in guidance from USEPA2,3. 


 Section 6.2.1: The surfaces of the encapsulated areas where caulk was removed during the 2015 
summer break will be inspected visually on a periodic basis, not to exceed six (6) months between each 
inspection. If the integrity of the encapsulant is compromised, the District will conduct repairs to re-
encapsulate the area, conduct BMP cleaning, and confirm successful repairs with surface wipe sampling. 


The District also seeks USEPA’s concurrence with the following conclusions per consultation 
recommendations in USEPA’s policy on PCBs in building materials:2 


 Section 6.1.1: Given that the results of the Pilot Study demonstrate that exposures in all regularly 
occupied rooms continue to be below the USEPA’s PCB exposure benchmarks with the District’s 
implementation of BMPs, Ramboll Environ concludes that conditions at MHS and JCES continue to be 
protective of public health and meet the TSCA standard for no unreasonable risk as previously 
concluded by USEPA6 with the District’s use of BMPs. Ramboll Environ recommends that the Pilot Study 
be concluded at both schools.  


 Section 6.1.2: Given that the results of the Pilot Study demonstrate that exposures in all regularly 
occupied rooms continue to be below the USEPA benchmarks, Ramboll Environ concludes that BMP 
cleaning can successfully manage PCBs in place until the next scheduled building demolition/renovation 
and can maintain conditions at MHS and JCES that are protective of public health and that meet the 
TSCA standard for no unreasonable risk as previously concluded by USEPA.6 Ramboll Environ 
recommends that the District continue implementation of BMPs as recommended in guidance from 
USEPA.11 Per USEPA’s policy on PCBs in building materials2, the results of the Pilot Study indicate that 
beyond continued implementation of BMPs, no further action (for example, testing of building materials) 
is warranted. 


 Section 6.2.1: The final post-decontamination, post-encapsulation, and post-removal confirmatory 
sampling in each room with caulk removal indicated that PCB concentrations were below the cleanup 
goal of <1 µg/100 cm2 for dust and below USEPA’s Exposure Levels for Evaluating PCBs in Indoor 
School Air, thus indicating that caulk removal activities conducted by the District were completed 
successfully. For nonporous substrate areas with caulk removed, no further actions are required. 
Encapsulated porous substrate areas where caulk was removed will be maintained in place until the 
next renovation or demolition in accordance with USEPA’s Approval Letter.6  


 Section 6.2.2: Based on review of lighting contractor (Walton Electric) records, hazardous waste 
manifests, and the post-BMP PCB air and surface wipe sampling results described in Section 3 of the 
attached report that were all below USEPA benchmarks for dust and indoor air, Ramboll Environ 
concludes that the light fixture removal activities were completed successfully and that no further 


                                                 
11 For example, see references in footnotes 2 and 3. 
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actions are required in accordance with USEPA’s policy on PCBs in building materials.2  The District 
seeks USEPA’s concurrence that removal of the stained light fixtures follows USEPA’s policy on PCBs in 
building materials and no further actions are needed based on USEPA’s policy. 


 Section 6.3: The District’s approach to address building materials at MHS and JCES that potentially 
contain PCBs is consistent with USEPA’s policy on PCBs in building materials.2,3 As the exposures in all 
regularly occupied rooms continue to be below the USEPA benchmarks, as described in the attached 
report, with the District’s implementation of BMPs, Ramboll Environ concludes that the District’s 
approach using the USEPA’s policy on PCBs in building materials is effective at maintaining conditions at 
MHS and JCES that continue to be protective of public health and meet the TSCA standard for no 
unreasonable risk as previously concluded by USEPA6 and no further actions are warranted under 
USEPA’s policy. Ramboll Environ recommends that the District continue to follow USEPA’s policy on 
PCBs in building materials.2,3 


We would be pleased to answer any questions that you may have about this report. If you have any 
questions or would like to discuss this further, please contact either one of us. 


Yours sincerely 


       
 
Doug Daugherty, PhD, PE, CIH   Eric Wood, PG, PHg, LSP 
Managing Principal      Principal 
 
ddaugherty@environcorp.com     eswood@environcorp.com  


 
 
Attachment:  
Attachment A: Conclusion of PCB Sampling Pilot Study and 2015 PCB Removal Activities Report for Malibu 


High School and Juan Cabrillo Elementary School 
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ATTACHMENT A 
CONCLUSION OF PCB SAMPLING PILOT STUDY AND 2015 PCB REMOVAL 


ACTIVITIES REPORT FOR MALIBU HIGH SCHOOL AND JUAN CABRILLO 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 






